
Shore Leave 46 Pocket Program
Welcome to Shore Leave 46! This Pocket Program is your guide to all of the activities that will happen this weekend at Shore 
Leave. For last-minute updates, please go to our web site: www.shore-leave.com, or stop by Con Ops. If you are planning on 
entering a costume in the Shore Leave 46 Masquerade, or bidding at the Art Auction Saturday night, please check the times.

Accessibility Services—Hotel Lobby
Fri	 from 10 am	 to	 7 pm
Sat	 from   9 am	 to	 5 pm
Sun	 from   9 am	 to	 1 pm

Art Show and Auction—Marietta
Fri 	 Artist Check-in  11 am  to  2 pm

from   2 pm	 to 	 8 pm
Sat from   9 am	 to      5 pm
Sat 5 pm - done       Art Auction

  Art pickup 7 pm - 9 pm
Sun     Artist close-out  10 am to   2 pm
           Art pickup          10 am to 12 pm

Blood Drive  (for details see the website)
Fri  10 am to 5 pm Hotel Lobby (registr.)
Sat    9 am to 2 pm Wheatland
Sun 12 pm to 3 pm Hotel Lobby (virtual)

Charity Silent Auction—Lampeter Hall
Fri	 from   1 pm	 to	 6 pm
Sat	 from 10 am	 to	 6 pm
Sun	 from 10 am	 to	 2 pm
Live Auction 1 at beginning of Masquerade 

Children & Teen Programming
See p.6 and the Pocket Program Grid.

Con Ops/Info/Help/Volunteer signup

Lower Level Lobby
Fri	 from  9 am	 to	 8 pm
Sat	 from  9 am	 to	 8 pm
Sun	 from  9 am	 to	 3 pm

Emporium—Lampeter Exhibit Hall
Fri	 from   2 pm	 to	 7 pm
Sat	 from 10 am	 to	 7 pm
Sun	 from 10 am	 to	 2 pm

Fest with Our Guests (Fri)–Vistas Café 
	 
	

 

Filk Concert—New Holland
Fri 	 from     9 pm	 to         11 pm
(Chaos Filk afterwards and Sat night)

Gaming—Paradise
Fri 	 from     3 pm	 to  exhaustion
Sat from   10 am	 to  exhaustion
Sun from   10 am	 to	 2 pm

Masquerade Regist.—Rear Hotel Lobby
Sat from   10 am	 to      3:30 pm

Masquerade—Lincoln Theater
Sat from   8 pm	 to	 done

12 am
Meet the Pros—Wheatland 
Fri  from    10 pm to        

Poker Tournament—Vistas D
Sat as soon as the Masquerade ends
Fri, Sat Poker Registration: Hotel Lobby

Registration—Rear Hotel Lobby
Fri 	 from   10 am	 to      7 pm
Sat from     9 am	 to	 5 pm
Sun from     9 am	 to	 1 pm

Science Programming—Hopewell

Small Budget Film Festival—Hopewell
from       2 pm toFri    3 pm

Sat 12 pm - 2 pm     and    4 - 5 pm
Sun 2 - 3 pm

Stargazing—Tennis Court
Fri 	 from    9 pm	 to          11 pm
Sat from    9 pm	 to          11 pm

Sungazing—Tennis Court
Fri 	 from  10 am	 to	 5 pm
Sat from  10 am	 to	 5 pm

Ten-Forward—Ballroom B
Sat from    11 pm	 to           2 am

The Imperial Cantina—Ballroom B
Fri	 from      9 pm	 to           1 am

The Starlight Lounge—Ballroom B
Thu	 from      9 pm	 to          1 am

Vendor Hall—Lampeter Exhibit Hall
Fri 	 from     2 pm	 to	 7 pm
Sat from   10 am	 to	 7 pm
Sun from   10 am	 to	 4 pm

Actors’ Tables—
Lower Level Lobby and Paradise Hallway
Fri	 from   2 pm	 to	 5 pm
Sat	 from 10 am	 to	 6 pm
Sun	 from 10 am	 to	 5 pm

Autograph Sessions—Vistas Café
Sat 5 pm David Hewlett

Rachel Luttrell
Sun      1 pm David Hewlett

 Rachel Luttrell

Photo Ops Schedule—Vistas Café
SATURDAY
11:00 David Hewlett / Rachel 

Luttrell (singles)
11:20 David Hewlett and 

Rachel Luttrell (duo)
11:40 Sandra Lee Gimpel / Sean

Kenney (singles, duo)
12:00 Oded Fehr (singles)
12:20 Oded Fehr, Gina Yashere, and

Zoe Steiner (combo)
12:40 Gina Yashere / Zoe Steiner

(singles)
1:20 Herb Jefferson / Laurette Spang

(singles, duo)
1:40 Julie Brown / Marta Kristen /

Bonnie Gordon (singles)

STAT Club of Maryland Annual Meeting
Sunday 9am in Wheatland
We are a membership-driven social club and you 
are a member by attending Shore Leave: our annual 
conference and meeting. Come hear the annual 
report	by	your	president,	and	find	out	how	we	run	
the con and how you can be part of this.

Stationary Activities

Photos not picked up w
ill be at C

onO
ps.

SUNDAY
11:00 Sandra Lee Gimpel / Sean

Kenney (singles, duo)
11:20 David Hewlett and Rachel 

Luttrell (singles, duo)
11:40 Julie Brown / Marta Kristen /

Bonnie Gordon (singles)
12:00 

12:20 Oded Fehr, Gina Yashere, and 
Zoe Steiner (singles, combo)

Fri 
Sat 
Sun 

6pm - 10pm 
10am - 12pm / 2pm - 4pm 
12-2pm / 4-6pm

Hallway Costume Contest
• Have your photo taken at the Con Ops Table (lower level) - Til Sat 2pm
• Vote for your favorite! Photos and ballots near the restaurant on the main level.
• Winners announced at the Masquerade and receive a cool trophy!

Herb Jefferson / Laurette 
Spang (singles, duo)



Shore Leave 46 Panels

Friday Panels
AI Commanders?
AI has created a tectonic shift in weapons, operations and logistics. AI is 
laying down the foundations for replacing humans now, including 
commanders and command staff. We'll investigate and discuss how AI 
commanders are structured and how they operate in tactical, kinetic 
scenarios. Are we ready for AI Commanders today? Will M5 from Star 
Trek’s The Ultimate Computer episode become a reality?
Bob Hranek

The Future of Trek?
Now that we know who owns Star Trek moving forward, what's going to 
happen next for the franchise?
Lorenzo Heard, Wayne Hall, Ann Harding

Shore Leave 101 - Friday (Take 1)
Do you have questions about this weekend?  Would you like to know the 
location of an activity?  Bring your questions to our panel!
Ken McIntosh, Eric Holmgren

Our Characters, Ourselves
How much of their selves do writers put into their characters? And what do 
writers learn about themselves from their creations?
Derek Attico, Christopher D Abbott, David Mack, Michael Jan Friedman, 
Jacob Jones-Goldstein 

Writing for Tabletop RPGs
Pros, cons, and ideas on writing for tabletop RPGs, how to get in, and how 
to be professional.
Michael Dismuke, Kelli Fitzpatrick, Jenifer Rosenberg, Mike McPhail, Jim 
Johnson

Star Trek United: Hail to the Chief!
Will Archer return as president of the Federation? What's the latest?
Lorenzo Heard, Wayne Hall, Ann Harding

Star Trek at 60: New Novels!
Panel discussion with the authors and editor on new book releases for Star 
Trek’s 60th anniversary.
Scott Pearson, Dayton Ward, David Mack, Greg Cox, Blair Learn

The Boys Are Back In Town
"The Boys" deals with superheroes, hero worship, corporate manipulation, 
and political division in America. As the last season unfolds, let's talk about 
how the show holds a dark mirror up to our own society. Is this the last we 
see of "Supes?" Or is this the death knell for humanity as we know it?
Ann White, John White

Star Trek at 60: Gaming in the Final Frontier
All about the Star Trek Adventures tabletop rpg and the latest 
releases.
Michael Dismuke, Jim Johnson, Kelli Fitzpatrick, Dayton Ward, Scott 
Pearson

Prodigy: The Kids Are All Right!
Prodigy has only had two seasons, but it has a lot of fans! Let's discuss it!
Bonnie Gordon, Wayne Hall, Ann Harding, Lorenzo Heard

2 Kids & Their Star Trek Scripts
How did Howard Weinstein and Matthew Corey become 3 of the youngest 
writers to ever sell a script or story to any Star Trek series? David, Howie 
and Matt share their experiences and memories of how they made the leap 
from fan to pro and got to write for their favorite show. 
Howard Weinstein, Matthew Corey

The Short Form
Short stories — easier or harder to write than novels? Can one make a 
living writing them?
Phil Giunta, Alex Shvartsman, Hildy Silverman, Laura Ware 

Wigging Out: A Cosplayer's Guide to Wigs
A great wig can transform a costume from recognizable to unforgettable. 
Whether you're buying your first wig or tackling ambitious styling projects, 
this panel will cover the fundamentals of selecting, styling, caring for, and 
wearing cosplay wigs. Learn how to choose the right wig for your 
character, basic styling techniques, common tools and products, and tricks 
for keeping your wig looking convention-ready all weekend long. 
Lindsey Bartleson, Thomas Atkinson

Stranger Things Rocks On
As we put Hawkins, Indiana in the rear view mirror, let's take a look back 
at the series that brought the 80's back to life. Did they stick the landing? Is 
Eleven truly dead? What about the Mind Flayer? And what is the status of 
the animated series?of the animated series?  
Ann White, John White

Star Trek Timelines
A panel discussing the book in the context of the 60th anniversary of Trek. 
Kelli Fitzpatrick, Derek Attico, Jim Johnson, Michael Dismuke, Dayton 
Ward

Weapons in Fight Scenes
The proper and effective use of weapons in character combat.
Mike McPhail, TJ Perkins, Susan Olesen 

UFOs - We are not alone
With recent government release of evidence and promises of more to come 
do you believe UFOs are real?
Dean Gleason

AVATAR - The 3rd Chapter In Master World-building
Cameron presents another chapter in immersive world-building rivaled 
only by franchises like Harry Potter, Jackson's LOTR, or Hunger Games. 
Thoughts anyone?
Andrew Kelley, Beverly Stark, Lawrence A. Neals, Mark Richmond

HERitage, Volume Three
The writers in Roiling, Rambling History discuss the book and their stories 
in it.    
Rigel Ailur, Lorraine J. Anderson, Susan Shwartz, Kelli Fitzpatrick, TJ 
Perkins

Uncommon Tricks of the Trade
Pro writers share special tips you won’t learn in class.
Howard Weinstein, Alex Shvartsman, David Mack, Derek Attico

Why Has Godzilla Endured All These Years?
Explaining Godzilla's ongoing popularity in film, television, comics. 
Robert Greenberger, Christopher L. Bennett, Hildy Silverman, Ray Van 
Horn, Jr., Jacob Jones-Goldstein, Robb Pearlman 

Classic Trek's 60th Anniversary
Hard to believe, but Classic Trek has been thrilling audiences and making 
us think for 60 years! What will happen in the next 60 years? 
Lorenzo Heard, Wayne Hall, Ann Harding

Engineering the Expanse, Science & Storytelling
From realistic spacecraft design to carefully crafted political systems, The 
Expanse sets a high bar for believable science fiction. This panel explores 
the show's remarkable blend of technical detail, immersive world-building, 
and nuanced character arcs. We'll also look at how the creators engineered 
not just a story, but an experience one that continues to resonate with fans 
long after the credits roll. 
Bob Hranek



So You Want to Compete in the Masquerade?
Have you ever watched masquerade and thought, "I'd love to do that, but 
where do I even start?" First-time competitors and veterans looking to 
elevate your game? Learn what judges look for in workmanship and 
presentation judging, and how to create a presentation that showcases your 
costume to its best. Whether you're entering your first competition or ready 
for Best in Show, we'll discuss techniques, preparation, documentation, and 
insider tips to help you put your best foot on stage.  
Lindsey Bartleson, Thomas Atkinson

M.E.G.A.!: Make Earth Great Again President Clark, anyone? Let’s s 
Some President Clark, anyone? Let’s discuss the shocking parallels between 
the rise and reign of Babylon 5’s Earth President Clark and our current 
political quagmire. 
Andrew Kelley, Beverly Stark, Lawrence A. Neals, Mark Richmond

Metal Heart Metal Soul: The Rise of Metal Heroes
Do you remember the explosion onto US TVs in the early 90s when Power 
Rangers took off? Do you remember all of the imitators that popped up to 
ride on the success? What if I told you VR Troopers and Big Bad 
Beetleborgs were not mere knock-offs but part of their own Tokusatsu 
franchise? Join us as we take a dive into the world of shiny, armored sci-fi 
warriors of justice that make up the Metal Hero world!
A. Das Baron

Star Tricks, Magic Trek
A celebration of Star Trek through magic. A short review of the role of 
magic in Star Trek will be followed by a performance by S'kai, Vulcan's 
Greatest Magician.
Willie Yee

World Building
Panelists look at what goes into creating a wholly fictional milieu. 
Christopher L. Bennett, JK Woodward, Robert Greenberger, David Mack, 
Mike McPhail

Down the Rabbit Hole of Kpop Fantasy Lore
K-pop's presence in the US is expanding through complex fantasy and 
science fiction lore integrated into multi-platform storytelling. Notable 
examples include EXO’s extraterrestrial superpowers, the dystopian 
alternate realities of Ateez and Stray Kids, Enhypen’s vampire themes, 
Monsta X’s time travel, and Aespa’s digital avatars. This continuous 
narrative is driven by music videos, lyrics, cinematic teasers, webtoons, and 
graphic novels.
Wrenn Simms

Personal Pain & Trauma In Trek Then vs Now
Comparing the internal resilience of characters in “Golden Era” Trek to the 
fragile emotional constitutions depicted in recent series like Discovery and 
Starfleet Academy
Andrew Kelley, Beverly Stark, Lawrence A. Neals, Mark Richmond

Audiobooks 101
Audiobook Rights Holders (authors and/or publishers) and Producers 
(narrators) discuss all aspects of audiobook casting, production, distribution, 
and marketing.
Kim Headlee

Recent and Upcoming Fantasy Based K and C Dramas
Korean and Chinese cinema are producing exceptional sci-fi and fantasy 
series featuring complex themes like time travel, multi-lifetime arcs, and 
high-stakes romance. These productions successfully manage ensemble 
casts and intricate storylines within 20 to 45-minute episodes. I would like to 
discuss must-see titles, their streaming platforms, and upcoming releases. 
Wrenn Simms

Q, The Man Behind 007?
007 always gets center stage, but what about Q's contribution to 007’s 
survival?  Let’s talk spy tech and its role in fiction and reality. How 
important is science and technology to spies today?  
Bob Hranek

Writing as Business
Writing is a career and an industry. But does it follow all the same rules as 
other industries? Why the differences?
Kathleen David, Jim Johnson, Keith R.A. DeCandido, Robert Greenberger

Q, The Man Behind 007?
007 always gets center stage, but what about Q's contribution to 007’s 
survival?  Let’s talk spy tech and its role in fiction and reality. How 
important is science and technology to spies today?  Bob Hranek

Dive In: Intro to the PADI Mermaid Program
Dive In: Intro to the PADI Mermaid Program is brief overview of the PADI 
Mermaid Program and best/safe mermaid diving/swimming practices. 
Presented by Maeve, the Mt. Gretna Mermaid, a certified PADI Mermaid 
Instructor.   Amanda Buckel

Personal Pain & Trauma In Trek Then vs Now    Comparing the internal 
resilience of characters in “Golden Era” Trek to the fragile emotional 
constitutions depicted in recent series like Discovery and Starfleet Academy 
Discovery and Starfleet Academy.
Andrew Kelley, Beverly Stark, Lawrence A. Neals, Mark Richmond

Entering a Short Story Contest
This presentation will explore how to enter short story competitions, what to 
expect , and encourage attendees to submit for the 3rd annual Moonlight and 
Mawazo short story competition.   Shawyonia Pettigrew

Friday Night Bites w/USS Chesapeake
Ready to debrief after a busy Friday at Shore Leave? The USS Chesapeake 
invites fans to come and talk about how the day went and the convention 
overall. Two hours!       Lorenzo Heard, Wayne Hall, Ann Harding

Seriously Nerdy Comedy
Seriously Nerdy Comedy is a group of east coast stand-up comedians 
dedicated to telling the nerdiest jokes at all the nerdiest places. We’ve got 
you covered no matter what flavor of fandom you love: science, science 
fiction, fantasy, comics, literature, and any other wonderful corner of joyful 
obsession you can think of.  Come see our Charnock’s Comedy Cabaret for 
an assortment of nerdy jokes, and keep an eye out for some cosplay 
comedy!   David McOwen, Dani Riedel

Saturday Panels

Disability in SciFi
Does Geordi LaForge count as disabled with his Visor? Is Daredevil a 
realistic depiction of blindness? When does scifi do a good job of portraying 
disability, and when does it fail completely? Join us to discuss the good, bad 
and ugly depictions of disability in media and talk about ways to highlight 
disabled characters accurately. Heatherly Hodges, Christopher Abbott 

Entering a Short Story Contest
This presentation will explore how to enter short story competitions, what 
to expect , and encourage attendees to submit for the 3rd annual 
Moonlight and Mawazo short story competition.
Shawyonia Pettigrew

Friday Night Bites w/USS Chesapeake
Ready to debrief after a busy Friday at Shore Leave? The USS 
Chesapeake invites fans to come and talk about how the day went and the 
convention overall. Two hours!
Lorenzo Heard, Wayne Hall, Ann Harding

Seriously Nerdy Comedy
Seriously Nerdy Comedy is a group of east coast stand-up comedians 
dedicated to telling the nerdiest jokes at all the nerdiest places. We’ve got 
you covered no matter what flavor of fandom you love: science, science 
fiction, fantasy, comics, literature, and any other wonderful corner of 
joyful obsession you can think of. We also perform cosplay comedy, 
telling jokes in character as Star Trek’s Commander Data (Dave 
McOwen) and Seven of Nine (Dani Riedel).
David McOwen, Dani Riedel

Saturday Panels
Star Trek Scouts: The Cat's Meow
JR, Roo, and Sprocket go on adventures to save their home and others! Is 
this what Nickelodeon really wanted instead of Prodigy? 
Wayne Hall, Ann Harding, Lorenzo Heard

Writing as Business
Writing is a career and an industry. But does it follow all the same rules 
as other industries? Why the differences?
Kathleen David, Jim Johnson, Keith R.A. DeCandido, Robert 
Greenberger

Fan Discussion of Different Versions of SF Works
In this fan panel discussion, we discuss what different versions of science 
fiction that we like, dislike, do not versus what we want to see in the 
genre of science fiction. Director's Cut, Special Edition, Novelizations, 
Alternative Takes... the list goes on....!!!
Andrew Kelly, Alex Cummins

Shore Leave 101 - Saturday (Take 2)
Do you have questions about this weekend?  Would you like to know the 
location of an activity?  Bring your questions to our panel!
Ken McIntosh, Eric Holmgren

Crazy 8 Press!
Come see what the gang at Crazy 8 Press is up to now! 
Robert Greenberger, Aaron Rosenberg, Russ Colchamiro, Hildy 
Silverman, Christopher D Abbott

Region 7 Starfleet Conference
Our panel serves as a meeting for Starfleet in our region.  It allows the 
public to be able to see our meeting structure and planning. 
Bob Vosseller, Mary Ann Gonzalez, Christian Savage

Disability in SciFi
Does Geordi LaForge count as disabled with his Visor? Is Daredevil a 
realistic depiction of blindness? When does scifi do a good job of 
portraying disability, and when does it fail completely? Join us to discuss 
the good, bad and ugly depictions of disability in media and talk about 
ways to highlight disabled characters accurately.
Heatherly Hodges, Christopher Abbott 

DEATH BY HUBRIS: Trek's A+ Writing/Acting Is Lost
The Visitor. The Drumhead. Family. Tapestry. Inner Light. In The Pale 
Moonlight. Such story quality has been lost to "modern" Trek. Why? 
Let's Talk!
Andrew Kelley, Beverly Stark, Lawrence A. Neals, Mark Richmond

Starfleet Marines Meeting
While Starfleet primarily acts as an exploratory and diplomatic agency, 
the necessity for specialized, heavily armed combat troops has existed in 
multiple eras.    Bob Vosseller, Mary Ann Gonzalez, Christian Savage

Stargate Revisited
The beloved franchise is getting a new life. What are you eager to see? 
What should they avoid at all costs?
Kathleen David, Lorraine J. Anderson, Rigel Ailur

Ginger Kicks!
Candy Maker and Author Danielle Ackley-McPhail presents the benefits 
and perils of making candied ginger and provides samples.
Danielle Ackley-McPhail

AGENTS OF SHIELD:Too Damned Good To Be Forgotten 
Characters. Easter eggs. Reveals. Twists. Turns. Combat & effects. 
Marvel’s Agents Of Shield was, well, a Marvel. What did Coulson and 
crew mean to you?  Andrew Kelley, Beverly Stark, Lawrence A. Neals, 
Mark Richmond

Starship Magic An interactive exploration of Star Trek technology and 
phenomena by S'kai, Vulcan's Greatest Magician. This is an adult but 
family-friendly show suitable for Trek fans 8 years and older.  Willie Yee

their work to indie publishers.  Limit of 20 attendees. John (J.F.) Holmes



Cosplay on a Dime
Think cosplay has to cost a fortune? Think again! Join veteran cosplayers as 
they share tips, tricks, and creative strategies for building impressive 
costumes without emptying your wallet. Learn how to thrift effectively, 
repurpose everyday items, shop smart, prioritize your budget, and decide 
when to buy, build, or borrow. 
Lindsey Bartleson, Thomas Atkinson

Starfleet Academy: Class Is in Session
The stories, the cast, the production values … wide-open discussion about 
the newest Trek.
Rigel Ailur, Jim Johnson, Laura Ware, Keith R.A. DeCandido, Hildy 
Silverman

Starfleet Marines Meeting
While Starfleet primarily acts as an exploratory and diplomatic agency, the 
necessity for specialized, heavily armed combat troops has existed in 
multiple eras.
Bob Vosseller, Mary Ann Gonzalez, Christian Savage

Stargate Revisited
The beloved franchise is getting a new life.  What are you eager to see?  
What should they avoid at all cost?
Kathleen David, Lorraine J. Anderson, Rigel Ailur

Ginger Kicks!
Candy Maker and Author Danielle Ackley-McPhail presents the benefits 
and perils of making candied ginger and provides samples.
Danielle Ackley-McPhail

AGENTS OF SHIELD:Too Damned Good To Be Forgotten Characters. 
Easter eggs. Reveals. Twists. Turns. Combat & effects. Marvel’s Agents Of 
Shield was, well, a Marvel. What did Coulson and crew mean to you?
Andrew Kelley, Beverly Stark, Lawrence A. Neals, Mark Richmond

Starship Magic
An interactive exploration of Star Trek technology and phenomena by S'kai, 
Vulcan's Greatest Magician. This is an adult but family-friendly show 
suitable for Trek fans 8 years and older. 
Dr. Willie Yee

So You Want To Build A Puppet
Audience participation panel where people come in with their puppet ideas, 
and we help realize these ideas
Kathleen David

How To Submit To An Indie Publisher
I often run a workshop/discussion for new writers who are looking to submit 
their work to indie publishers.  Limit of 20 attendees.
John (J.F.) Holmes

Two Truths and a Lie: Author Edition
Each of our panelists tells three brief anecdotes from their career. Audience 
members try to guess which are lies.
Robert Greenberger, Greg Cox, Esther Friesner, Glenn Hauman

Stealing from History
How can we borrow from/use real-world history while still writing original 
stories and without disrespecting the past?
Jenifer Rosenberg, Michael Jan Friedman, Matthew Corey, Howard 
Weinstein, Rigel Ailur

The Good, The Bad, and the Ugly of 1976 Movies
Join us as we travel back 5 decades to remember fan favorites like Logan’s 
Run, classic remakes like King Kong, and comedic satires like The Big Bus! 
What are your favorite and most forgettable films from 1976? Come and 
discuss with us!
Bob Hranek

When Do You Find the Time?
Many authors have “day” jobs or side gigs (or both). Most also have family 
and other responsibilities to juggle. How do they find the time to write? Get 
tips!
Russ Colchamiro , Kelli Fitzpatrick, Aaron Rosenberg, Phil Giunta, 
Danielle Ackley-McPhail

Lindsay Bartleson, Thomas Atkinson

Spy Trek: Our Favorite Star Trek Spies
Examining the role of spies and intelligence services (Section 31 included) in 
Star Trek. Shouldn't a utoan society have no need for them? How did they 
affect the story telling? Did anyone actually believe Garak was JUST a very 
good tailor? Bob Hranek

Starfleet Academy: Pass or Fail?
The first season of Starfleet Academy is in the books! Was it great, a failure, 
or somewhere in between?  Lorenzo Heard, Ann Harding, Wayne Hall

1966, What made Star Trek so ahead of its time?
Look back 60 years to the birth of Star Trek! What was it competing against 
in 1966? Why was it so controversial at the time? And why has its legacy 
survived and thrived so much better than any other TV shows of that era? 
Share your perspectives with us!  Bob Hranek

The Cliffs of Schizophrenia Book by Spang
This book is by Jake McCook and his mother, Laurette Spang-McCook, 
offers a dual narrative of Jake's experience with schizophrenia, alternating 
between his raw, first-person accounts and his mother's perspective as a 
caregiver. The book uses short, alternating chapters to provide insight into 
the challenges of the disease, the struggles with treatment, and the enduring 
hope for a better future, serving as a resource for both those with the illness 
and their families.  Laurette Spang, Don Ramsey

Godzilla is Back!
AGodzilla will be roaring back to big screens this November! He’s bigger, 
he’s badder, he has his sights set on New York City!
Annie Brugmans, Ray Van Horn, Jr., Keely Anderson

eSpec Books Presents...
Learn about the newest we have to offer and what exciting things we have 
coming up.   Danielle Ackley-McPhail, Keith R.A. DeCandido, Hildy 
Silverman

Women of Stargate: In Full Circle
Let’s	discuss	Dr.	Samantha	Carter,	Dr.	Janet	Frasier,	and	Catherine	
Langford	and other strong women in the Stargate franchise.
Ann Harding, Lorenzo Heard, Wayne Hall

Voyager's 30th Anniversary Documentary
Join us for a rousing discussion about the journeys of the Starship Voyager 
and her crew!
Ann Harding, Lorenzo Heard, Wayne Hall

ONE GOT OUT!: Peacemaker S2's Racist State & Now
With all non-white people confined in camps, does the USA inhabited by 
Peacemaker S2 present a chilling reflection of where present sociopolitical 
currents could lead?
Andrew Kelley, Beverly Stark, Lawrence A. Neals, Mark Richmond, 
Mortisha Howell

Spy Trek: Our Favorite Star Trek Spies
Examining the role of spies and intelligence services (Section 31 included) 
in Star Trek. Shouldn't a utopian society have no need for them? How did 
they affect the story telling? Did anyone actually believe Garak was JUST a 
very good tailor?
Bob Hranek

Starfleet Academy: Pass or Fail?
The first season of Starfleet Academy is in the books! Was it great, a 
failure, or somewhere in between?
Lorenzo Heard, Ann Harding, Wayne Hall

The Business of Writing: An Introduction
Topics include obtaining ISBNs & imprints, DIY vs. contracting 
professionals for book layout, cover design, and editing; and Kindle Print 
vs. IngramSpark for print-on-demand publishing.
Kim Headlee

1966, What Made Star Trek So Ahead Of Its Time?
Look back 60 years to the birth of Star Trek! What was it competing 
against in 1966? Why was it so controversial at the time? And why has its 
legacy survived and thrived so much better than any other TV shows of that 
era? Share your perspectives with us!
Bob Hranek

Creative Art Cards
This workshop focuses on making 4”x 6”Art Cards of all popular genres. 
Participants will be given free materials, 1000’s of items! Bags will be 
provided for your materials. You can make a  card here or take it home 
along with materials provided. The final 15 minutes of the workshop will 
allow participants to take remaining materials for free!  Workshop Host: 
Diane Lee Baron.  Ages 8 through 11 with adult assistance; all other ages 
welcome. Not appropriate for children under 8 years of age.
Diane Baron

The Cliffs of Schizophrenia Book by Spang
This book is by Jake McCook and his mother, Laurette Spang-McCook, 
offers a dual narrative of Jake's experience with schizophrenia, alternating 
between his raw, first-person accounts and his mother's perspective as a 
caregiver. The book uses short, alternating chapters to provide insight into 
the challenges of the disease, the struggles with treatment, and the enduring 
hope for a better future, serving as a resource for both those with the illness 
and their families. 
Laurette Spang-McCook

Godzilla Is Back!
Godzilla will be roaring back to big screens this November! He’s bigger, 
he’s badder, he has his sights set on New York City!
Annie Brugmans, Ray Van Horn, Jr., Keely Anderson

Dive In: Intro to the PADI Mermaid Program
Dive In: Intro to the PADI Mermaid Program is brief overview of the PADI 
Mermaid Program and best/safe mermaid diving/swimming practices. 
Presented by Maeve, the Mt. Gretna Mermaid, a certified PADI Mermaid 
Instructor.
Amanda Buckel

The Grid Awaits: Decoding the TRON Trilogy
Greetings, Programs, prepare to be digitized! Join us for a deep dive into 
the luminous, high-stakes world of the TRON cinematic trilogy. We'll trace 
the evolution of The Grid, starting with the 1982 original that pioneered 
CGI and digital sentience. Then, we’ll jump 28 years to analyze the neon-
soaked brilliance of “TRON: Legacy,” From there, we will move forward 
to 2025 and the new frontiers seen in “TRON: Ares” and how that movie 
blurs the distinction between the real and virtual words. Ariel Vitali

The Sisko Day: Year Four
Thanks to Starfleet Academy, episode 5, more Trek fans are discovering 
Sisko and his legacy. How did this event's fourth year help that take place?
Lorenzo Heard, Wayne Hall

Deep Space Nine Lives On!
Deep Space Nine is now 33 years old and gaining new fans all the time! 
What did you think of Starfleet Academy's fifth episode, which discussed 
DS9?   Wayne Hall, Lorenzo Heard, Ann Harding

The Power of World Building in the Sci-Fi genre
An author's most essential for engaging readers is World Building. The 
author/presenter hopes to define World-Building, provide the dos and 
don'ts, and give quality examples. William Howard

Be My Beta/Go AWPros and cons of guarding the WIP from other eyes vs. 
actively soliciting second/third/fourth opinions. Esther Friesner, Rigel 
Ailur, Alex Shvartsman, Adeena Mignogna, Jim Johnson

Star Trek IV: The Voyage Home 40th Anniversary
Celebrating the 40th anniversary of STAR TREK IV: THE VOYAGE 
HOME.    Howard Weinstein

Project Hail Mary, Why Is Book Always Better?
Join us as we discuss this great story and the inevitable differences between 
the book and the movie. Is it possible for a movie to capture all the nuances 
of an author’s words?  Bob Hranek

Disclosure Day, Hype vs Hyperspace
Join our discission of fact vs fiction in this movie, in reality, and what full 
disclosure of a real ET intelligence would mean for humanity.
Bob Hranek

Stealing From History
How can we borrow from/use real-world history while still writing original 
stories and without disrespecting the past?  Jenifer Rosenberg , Michael Jan 
Friedman  Matthew Corey  Howard Weinstein  Rigel Ailur

Fandom and Friendship
This panel explores the great friendships in science fiction and fantasy from 
Star Trek, Star Wars, Supernatural, and the classic Scooby Doo. This 
discussion explores the themes in science fiction which lead to fandoms and 
strong real-life friendships outside of fandom.
Shawyonia Pettigrew, Ro Robles, Kathy Chamberlain

10 Things I Love to Hate About You
Why are Star Trek aliens always humanoid? Why does everyone speak 
English in Stargate? What are the 10 (or more) things you hate about the 
scifi media you love the most?   Heatherly Hodges, Keith DeCandido, 
Hildy Silverman, Christopher Abbott

THE PEGASUS: Picard's Conscience To Treason
Was Picard’s order to reveal the Phase-cloaking Pegasus to the Romulans 
an unintentional & dangerous treason? Many say, “Yes!” Let’s talk! 
Andrew Kelley, Beverly Stark, Lawrence A. Neals, Mark Richmond

STAT Club of Maryland Annual Meeting
Annual Meeting of the STAT Club of Maryland. Meet the folks who run 
Shore Leave. Find out how to join.
Melissa James, Debbie DeCaro, Debbie Priester, Ken McIntosh



eSpec Books Presents...
Learn about the newest we have to offer and what exciting things we have 
coming up.
Danielle Ackley-McPhail, Keith R.A. DeCandido, Hildy Silverman

The Grid Awaits: Decoding the TRON Trilogy
Greetings, Programs, prepare to be digitized! Join us for a deep dive into the 
luminous, high-stakes world of the TRON cinematic trilogy. We'll trace the 
evolution of The Grid, starting with the 1982 original that pioneered CGI and 
digital sentience. Then, we’ll jump 28 years to analyze the neon-soaked 
brilliance of “TRON: Legacy,” From there, we will move forward to 2025 
and the new frontiers seen in “TRON: Ares” and how that movie blurs the 
distinction between the real and virtual words.
Ariel Vitali

The Sisko Day: Year Four
Thanks to Starfleet Academy, episode 5, more Trek fans are discovering 
Sisko and his legacy. How did this event's fourth year help that take place?
Lorenzo Heard, Wayne Hall

Deep Space Nine Lives On!
Deep Space Nine is now 33 years old and gaining new fans all the time! What 
did you think of Starfleet Academy's fifth episode, which discussed DS9?
Wayne Hall, Lorenzo Heard, Ann Harding

Be My Beta/Go AWAY!
Pros and cons of guarding the WIP from other eyes vs. actively 
soliciting second/third/fourth opinions.
Esther Friesner, Rigel Ailur, Alex Shvartsman,Adeena Mignogna, Jim 
Johnson

Star Trek IV: The Voyage Home 40th Anniversary
Celebrating the 40th anniversary of STAR TREK IV: THE VOYAGE 
HOME.
Howard Weinstein

Project Hail Mary, Why Is Book Always Better?
Join us as we discuss this great story and the inevitable differences between 
the book and the movie. Is it possible for a movie to capture all the nuances 
of an author’s words?
Bob Hranek

Space Opera Comedy 
From Spaceballs and Futurama to Hitchiker's Guide and Redshirts, space 
opera is primed for laughs! Who is writing the funniest space opera comedy 
today, and why is this subgenre so well-suited to it?  
Alex Shvartsman, Aaron Rosenberg, Ray Van Horn, Jr., Esther Friesner, 
Christopher L. Bennett 

Disclosure Day, Hype vs Hyperspace
Join our discussion of fact vs fiction in this movie, in reality, and what full 
disclosure of a real ET intelligence would mean for humanity.
Bob Hranek

Fandom and Friendship
This panel explores the great friendships in science fiction and fantasy from 
Star Trek, Star Wars, Supernatural, and the classic Scooby Doo. This 
discussion explores the themes in science fiction which lead to fandoms and 
strong real-life friendships outside of fandom.
Shawyonia Pettigrew, Ro Robles, Kathy Chamberlain

10 Things I Love to Hate About You
Why are Star Trek aliens always humanoid? Why does everyone speak 
English in Stargate? What are the 10 (or more) things you hate about the 
scifi media you love the most?
Heatherly Hodges, Keith DeCandido, Hildy Silverman, Christopher Abbott

THE PEGASUS: Picard's Conscience To Treason
Was Picard’s order to reveal the Phase-cloaking Pegasus to the Romulans 
an unintentional & dangerous treason? Many say, “Yes!” Let’s talk!Andrew 
Kelley, Beverly Stark, Lawrence A. Neals, Mark Richmond

Hellions by Susan Olesen
Join us for a reading of my latest novel, Hellions. my latest novel, Hellions. 
Susan Olesen 

SNW: The End Is Nigh!
We're coming to the end of Strange New Worlds! What can we expect to 
see in seasons 4 and 5?
Wayne Hall, Ann Harding, Lorenzo Heard

Dragons and Griffins and Bears, Oh, My!
Learn about the ancient Pictish people of Scotland and the fascinating art 
they left behind on stone monoliths, jewelry, and caves.
Kim Headlee

The Importance of Graphics in Fiction
How important is your cover art? Do illustrations add to the written work? 
Balancing creativity with economy. Where and how to find quality art on a 
budget.
Mike McPhail, JK Woodward, Robb Pearlman, Glenn Hauman, Susan 
Shwartz

The Legacy of Benjamin Sisko & His Autobiography
Let's discuss Derek Attico's book and Benjamin Sisko! 
Wayne Hall, Derek Tyler Attico, Lorenzo Heard, Ann Harding

ADAPTATION GOLD: The Glow of Fallout: The Series
Boy, did Season Two (New Vegas ) deliver! Fans of the Game and the 
Series, alike, unite! Let’s talk!
Andrew Kelley, Beverly Stark, Lawrence A. Neals, Mark Richmond

The State of Science Fiction and Fantasy TV 2026
Join a discussion on sci/fi and fantasy television from shows that you 
KNOW didn't get a fair shake, like Sirens & wheel of Time, to those that 
felt too short with a rush finished like Fort Salem, to those with questions 
like What's taking so long-- The Orville, Strange New Worlds, to name a 
few. Let's share thoughts and options on the state of TV shows in 2026!
Shawyonia Pettigrew

Pantsing vs. Plotting—or Both?
Which writing approach is better--and do you have to choose?
Greg Cox, TJ Perkins, Susan Shwartz, Laura Ware, Adeena Mignogna

Tuvix Dilemma: A Captain's Conundrum For All 
Trip'Pol, Spokoy, LaRiker, Kiradzia.... Accidental hybrids. Unique 
individual PEOPLE. How would each of their esteemed Captains have 
dealt with Janeway's unenviable "Tuvix" quandry? Let's talk!
Andrew Kelley, Beverly Stark, Lawrence A. Neals, Mark Richmond, 
Mortisha Howell

Mirror Universe; Do you like it or not?
Come join us as we discuss the mirror universe portrayed in several of the 
Star Trek series.   
Michael T Franchi Jr

Supernatural... The Road, The Fun, The Pie
A discussion of Supernatural, the road before and where we are now. Let's 
talk about our boys and our love for the Fandom.
Shawyonia Pettigrew, Sarah Asmus

Sunday Panels
WONDER MAN: Something Different, Better & Fun
A delightful surprise! Plopped down in the sludge of MCU 
disappointment, great acting (hail Ben Kingsley) and smart writing baked 
a real treat! Let’s talk!
Andrew Kelley, Beverly Stark, Lawrence A. Neals, Mark Richmond

Scientific Sci-Fi
Let’s chat about stories, TV, and films that showcase real science well. 
Kelli Fitzpatrick, Christopher L. Bennett, Matthew Corey, Adeena 
Mignogna, Christopher D Abbott

Bigfoot Ate My Lunch and Other Stories
New evidence pointing to the existence of Bigfoot stories and DNA 
projects happening now investigating with 35 year experience answering 
questions and taking reports
Dean Gleason



Sunday Panels

Bob & Howie Show
Join Bob Greenberger and Howie Weinstein for the latest in Entertainment. 
Bob Greenberger, Howie Weinstein

Critique vs. Criticism: Know the Difference 
Editors and authors need to understand the difference between a valid critique 
and plain old criticism and why it’s important to discern one from the other 
when giving and/or receiving feedback.
Hildy Silverman, Danielle Ackley-McPhail, Rigel Ailur, Phil Giunta

Remembering Inge Heyer – Memorial
We will come together to remember our good friend and Shore Leave co-
chair, Inge Heyer. Share your memories!

Looks Like Me: How "Representation" Killed Trek
Let’s discuss how “checklisting” and self-insertion supplanted quality 
storytelling to drive the once “boldly going” franchise to a precipice. Andrew 
Kelley, Beverly Stark, Lawrence A. Neals, Mark Richmond

Stargate Atlantis: Teyla and McKay Fan Panel
These characters helped make Atlantis a classic in the Stargate universe. 
What did we enjoy about them? What would we like to see these characters 
do in the future?
Ann Harding, Lorenzo Heard, Wayne Hall

Star Trek at 60: 58 Years of Books and Comics
Star Trek literature is only two years younger than Star Trek itself. How have 
the licensed books and comics evolved over the decades?
Scott Pearson, Dayton Ward, Robb Pearlman, Keith R.A. DeCandido, JK 
Woodward 

Masquerade: What Worked, Didn't, What's Next?
Masquerade is over, but the learning doesn't stop! Join masquerade staff, 
judges, and competitors for a discussion of this year's competition. We'll talk 
about what went well, challenges competitors faced, memorable moments 
from the show, and lessons learned from both the stage and the judging room. 
If you competed, volunteered, judged, or simply watched from the audience, 
this is a chance to ask questions, share feedback, and gain insights that can 
help make next year's masquerade even better. 
Lindsay Bartleson, Thomas Atkinson

The Nature of Creativity
Do we all have some kind of creative spark? How can we nurture it? Does it 
fade over time?
Lorraine J. Anderson, Derek Attico, Kathleen David, Rigel Ailur

Creating in a Dystopian Age
With the world a raging dumpster fire, how do we stay positive and keep 
inspiration from being derailed?  
Jenifer Rosenberg, Jacob Jones-Goldstein, Matthew Corey, Danielle Ackley-
McPhail, Susan Olesen

Nana Visitor's Book Opens a Channel
Nana Visitor, Star Trek's Kira Nerys, explores how the series has portrayed 
and influenced women. Let's talk about it!  
Ann Harding, Lorenzo Heard, Wayne Hall

Where Do We Go Next With Our Favorite Franchise?
Star Trek has marked its 60th anniversary but where do we go next? What do 
fans want to see in a ST series or ST film? We are saying goodbye to ST 
Strange New Worlds and ST Starfleet Academy next year but a film may be 
in the works. How do we feel about all of this?  
Bob Vosseller 

TEMPORAL MUDDY WATERS: TNG's Mess of Time Travel 
Sela shouldn't exist in this Universe. But she does. And that changes 
everything. Was the Prime timeline really fully restored after Yesterday's 
Enterprise? Or worse? 
Andrew Kelley, Beverly Stark, Lawrence A. Neals, Mark Richmond 

Self-editing: Why It Matters & How to Do It 
Learning to edit your own work is crucial to self-publishing — or being 
published by a big or small press. Here’s how. 
Howard Weinstein, Scott Pearson, Christopher D Abbott, Phil Giunta, 
Hildy Silverman 

The Return of Stargate
A beloved sci-fi franchise is coming back? What do we know? What 
would we like to see happen?  
Wayne Hall, Ann Harding, Lorenzo Heard 

Star Trek at 60: KHAN! The Star Trek Audio Drama 
Our panel, including one of the series' writers, will discuss the story and 
making of the audio drama Star Trek: KHAN.   
David Mack, Dayton Ward, Matthew Corey, Glenn Hauman 

Post-Human Soldiers 
Robotics and genetic engineering open the specter of enhanced soldiers 
with radically new capabilities. Use of bionics, cybernetic augmentation, 
and neural interfaces are already spilling out of research labs. We'll 
speculate on their impact upon humans, robots, and aliens today, and in the 
future, as shown throughout the Star Trek series, from Space Seed to the 
Borg.   
Bob Hranek 

How Did You Get Into Trek? 
Everyone has their own unique Trek story about how they discovered this 
franchise. how did you find it? (Please no DS9 questions!)  
Lorenzo Heard, Ann Harding, Wayne Hall 

The Star Trek Legacy of DC Fontana 
Gene Roddenberry may have created Star Trek, but DC Fontana gave it a 
heart and soul. She was behind many of the ideas that made the show the 
cultural phenomenon we know today. Based on a webinar and article by 
David Agrimoff, this panel will discuss Fontana's lasting impact on Trek 
and science fiction on television.  
Ann White, John White 

Horror and Sci-Fi 
From The War of the Worlds to The Twilight Zone to The Expanse, horror 
has been infiltrating science fiction for decades.  
Russ Colchamiro,  Greg Cox, Ray Van Horn, Jr., Susan Olesen 

Sci-Fi Squares 
If you like the game of Tic-Tac-Toe, 9 stars and funny answers, then join 
us for an hour of hilarity through the worlds of sci-fi, fantasy, horror and 
more. Can our daring players win three squares in a row? Will a lucky 
contestant find the Secret Square? Will one brilliant player win a grand 
prize? All will be revealed when the Master of the Squares and 2026 
Farpoint Contact Award honoree Dean Rogers brings Sci-fi Squares for the 
very first time to Lancaster! Don't you miss it!  Ages 12 & up.    
Dean Rogers 

Any Shore Leave 46 Thoughts? 
Stick around after the event to hang out and share ideas about the con.  
What worked well?  What could be improved?  We ask you to maintain a 
respectful and open attitude and remember we are an all-volunteer con.  
Don Ramsey, Johnny Hunter 



Science Presentations (Hopewell)
(Please see our website for the details on these presentations.)

Friday (5pm - 10pm)
• Medical Hacking (Medjacking) (Stephen Lesnik)
• Rare Stuff on the Moon (Tim Livengood)
• Moving Past Soar Max and Future Total Solar Eclipses (Alex Young)
• News from the Hubble and James Webb Space Telescopes (Ken

Carpenter)
• Everything Wrong and Right with 2001: A Space Odyssey (Ray

Villard)

Saturday (12pm - 2pm, 2pm - 4pm)
• Planetary Defense: Finding Asteroids before They Find Us

(Kelly Fast)
• The New Grace Roman Telescope (Ken Carpenter)
• Search for Life Beyond Earth (Charles Blue)
• Biological Visualization with Electron Microscopy (Joe Austin)

Sunday (12pm - 2pm, 4pm - 6pm)
• The Risks Facing the Artemis IV Lunar Landing (Ray

Villard)
• Crocheting with Artificial Intelligence (Charlotte “Charlie”

Connolly)
• AI in Space (Adeena Mignogna)

 





















Free (or almost free) Workshops
(Please see our website for the details on these workshops.)

Crochet: 101 () and Crochet 220 ()
by Cathy Dougherty

Lightsaber Combat Demo and VR Practice
by Saber Guild Malachor Temple
Adult Lightsaber Training is limited to 20 attendees.

So You Want To Build A Puppet
by Kathleen David and Cherlyn

Wibbly Wobbly Timey Wimey Clocks
by Eta Hack
This workshop is free for teens (limit 10), $5 for adults

Creative Arts Cards
by Diane Baron

Love First: The Remembering Workshop
by Julie Caitlin Brown
It is limited to 30 participants and costs $79.
Julie Caitlin Brown is offering a workshop which explores the 
essence of the field of creation, frequency, and light as the true 
nature of all things. 
Tickets may be purchased at Registration.

Adult Lightsaber Training
by Saber Guild Malachor Temple
Due to the combat nature of this class it is limited for people 
aged 18 and older or 13+ with participating adult guardian. We 
provide all required training materials.

Interactive - 
Starship Horizons : Bridge Simulator 
(located in Limerock Room)
You Have The Conn
If you've ever wanted to sit in the Captain's chair... This game is 
for you!
Horizons is a multi-player experience allowing up to 6 players to 
work together as Bridge Officers. You will command a starship as 
one of the bridge officers: Flight, Tactical, Engineering, Sciences, 
Operations, or coordinating everyone as the Captain. This game is 
designed to be played as a team, completing missions and 
overcoming challenges together.
Sign-ups will be available starting at noon Friday.  See the 
schedule for times.

Fan Memorial
Join fandom for a celebration of life for Dr. Inge Heyer, Shore 
Leave’s co-chair and good friend.

Children’s Programming (Top Flight A)
Fri 7:30 – 9:30 pm Dance & Movie Party for Kids
Sat 9:30 – 10am Potions for Kids

10am   Meet the Science Guys
Sat 11am  Lightsabers

12pm – 2pm closed for lunch
12:30pm  Cookie Decorating
2pm Got to Catch Them All!!
3pm The Art of Junk
4pm Bouncy Balls
5pm Sock-Pals, Sock-pals

Sun 10am  What Would You Like to Paint?
11am – 1pm Lego Competition
1pm Why Should the Kids Get All the Fun?

Teen Programming (Top Flight B)
Fri 10pm – 12am Teen Meet & Greet
Sat 10am – 1pm Teen Room Open
Sun 10am – 2pm Teen Room Open
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Lower Lobby Level
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